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Food insecurity is a chronic problem aﬀec ng many Inuit communi es and is likely to predispose Inuit food systems to the
nega ve eﬀects of climate change. Using in-depth case studies, this project will iden fy and characterize the vulnerability of
food systems in four regional Inuit centers (RIC) (Iqaluit, Arviat, Inuvik and Kuujuuak) to climate change as a basis for iden fying
adapta on entry points. Thus far, the majority of work on this issue has focused on more ‘tradi onal’ or isolated northern
communi es thought to have a larger dependence on country/tradi onal food items. Largely unexamined, but cri cally
important in the public health context, is the vulnerability of RICs, which is a major research gap given their rapid economic and
popula on growth and increasing size of their food insecure popula on. The work will focus specifically on the food security
of at-risk popula ons within RICs in a changing climate, defined to include individuals who use community food programs
on a regular basis and who by defini on experience chronic food insecurity. No research to-date has explicitly examined the
vulnerability of this at-risk popula on in a northern Canadian context. To this end, the project has five primary objec ves: 1)
document and describe the nature of food insecurity among at-risk popula ons in RICs 2) characterize the environmental,
biological and socio-economic determinants of their food insecurity 3) document coping strategies to manage food shortages
4) examine the pathways through which climate change might aﬀect food insecurity for at-risk peoples in RICs 5) iden fy
opportuni es and priori es for adapta on interven on in the context of rapid current and future change. The project will work
closely with community members, has established partnerships with a number of regional and community organiza ons, will
link research to policy making at mul ple levels, and contribute towards an enhanced understanding of climate vulnerability in
all Inuit regions of Canada.
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